Jaruary 28, 1058

¥r, Hugh L, Dryden

Home Secretary

National Academy of Sclences
2101 Congtitution Avenue
Washington 25, D,C,

Deayr Mr, Drydent

I am writing to you on the basis of your comnnections beth with the Aeadeny
and with the NACA,

During the paat few weeks, 1 have heen circulating the enclosed memorandum
privately., My proximate objective would be to encourage the Academy to orpa-
nize anshdnibns committee to study the prospects and problems of extra-terres-
trial microbiolory. To be sure, I had heen puzrled by the question to whom
such n gclertific commities could send its recommendations.

Monday's New York Times carried an article signed by Richard ¥Witkin vhich
wmas quite 1lluminating to me as concerns the current hassle in Weshington, It
was, s rou rust Inow, mainly about your address to the Institute of Asronautical
3elences, recommending a key role for the NACA in spnce research. I hardly
%ggg gneurk about the underlying controversies to lmow what nosition to take on
su¢h a matler, but 41t is plain enough that some overall direction is needed, if
"extremely important nonmilitary aspects of space technology would be submerged”
ag well ag Tor the military development itself. 1 am even more concerned that
the bioleorical aspects of sueh research have hardly been touched upon, except
perhare In relationship to human survival in spmce travel. As the enclosure
surgests, thers is a particular urgency for a critical area of microbioleriecal
study that there be careful advance plamming. A somevhat simllar problem ceme
up in connection with Antarctie microblology-- though is is several orders of
magnitude less vital than & moon vroject would be-~ and the diseouraging outcome
is that there is not much point in pursuing that nov, since the traffic aruroaches
thet in Times Square,

I ar vriting to ask whether you mipght have a full copy of your addresa, which
would be, I am sure, very infermative to me on the agency policy cuestions. 1 have
also been in touch with Professor Goddard, as chalrmen of the Botany Section of
the Academy, aond we will probebly discuss the deslrability of and plans for ore-
sentkdg this issue at the spring meeting, Your comment on these tacties, and the
nrocedure for it, would be useful, as would he an indication from you as to the
exect date of the forthecoming session,

Yours sincersly,
Joshua Lederberg

Crairren, Department of
Madienl Geretlcs



